Opinion piece: Once more - but wider? 


Every council election year the frustrations 
of some Wellingtonians boil over into action. 

We’ve had ratbag business-loving councils 
for years — the point is how to change the 
situation. I have been associated with many 
such efforts, an Alliance/Labour charter, 
questions to candidates, publicity in City 
Voice on candidates’ intentions — but the 
best result is that candidates have often lied 
about their intentions or found it convenient 
to change when in office. Blumsky promised 
he would keep Capital Power in public hands 
— the first thing he did as mayor was sell it. 
That’s just one example. 

So what’s the answer — wait for the millen¬ 
nium after capitalism? Try to sort out some 
decent candidate and hope for the best? Both 
are remote possibilities. What remains is the 


ordinary citizen, who feels powerless and 
apathetic. Any groups wanting to dump the 
council must turn to this 50 per cent plus of 
the electors who don’t vote. 

A priority is door knocking in selected 
areas, finding out what people want, telling 
them what the ratbags have done to them. 
Only at that point suggesting which candi¬ 
date might do what they require. An elite 
group creating policy points and shoving 
them at electors has never worked. The 
process has to be two way and widespread, 
however much effort is involved. 

This sort of process is no guarantee of short 
term results, but it can be the beginning of 
new relations between the progressives and 
the audience they have always failed to 
influence. Jim Delahunty 


Pyjama protest sparked by 10-year-old 


On Tuesday 18 May Steph¬ 
anie Mills staged a protest 
against the torture of Iraqi 
prisoners by marching, 
along with her 5 month old 
son and 4 year old daugh¬ 
ter, to the US Embassy in 
Wellington dressed in 
nothing but their pyjamas. 

She was inspired by 10 
year old Shane Ellis, who 
wore his PJs to school after 
seeing Images in theDom- 
inion Postoftorture vic¬ 
tims at the Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq. 

She and her kids were joined on the demon¬ 
stration by several other children and adults 
aged as young as 9 months. 

“These incidents are not the result of a few 
‘bad apples’ in the US military. Rather, I 
fear, they were the expression of a culture of 
brutality and a lack of respect for human 
rights institutionalised from the very top of 
the US administration,” said Stephanie 
Mills. “The Bush administration has rejected 
multilateral action through the UN and 


invaded Iraq illegally. 

She went on to say the US 
encouraged and permitted 
the intimidation and in¬ 
humane imprisonment of 
prisoners at Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba and Iraq. 
Upon arriving at the 
embassy the group was 
met by the deputy ambas¬ 
sador, who received a 
letter from Stephanie 
outlining her disgust at 
the way the prisoners 
were treated in Iraq. 

Cameron Burnell 
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Bring troops home: Foreshore protests: 

Bypass: Monsanto drops GE: Protest Inghams: 
Racist Australia: Pyjama protests 


Protestors demand NZ withdraw from Iraq 


On Monday 10 May Helen Clark ■ For every civilian killed in para- 
addressed the Pacific Island military attacks on Western targets 

Round Table on Counter Terror- since 11 September 2001, another 
ism; 25 activists were outside four civilians have been killed in 
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with a simple message for her: if 
the government wants to work 
towards a 
world free 
of terror¬ 
ism, they 
must stop 
participat¬ 
ing in and 
condoning 
it. Protest¬ 
ors de¬ 
manded a 
full and 
immediate 
pull-out of New Zealand mili¬ 
tary from Afghanistan and Iraq. 
“From our troops in Afghanistan 
to Iraq, to condoning our neigh¬ 
bours in Indonesia who terrorise 
the people of Acheh and West 
Papua - we must begin to act 
against state terrorism.” 


countries like Iraq and Afghanistan 
bycoalition 
forces. 

M New Zealand 
soldiers as part 
of the occupation 
of Iraq and 
Afghanistan are 
now associated 
with the torture 
and abuse of 
prisoners of war. 

iNew Zealand 
troops must 
return from Iraq and Afghanistan 
and New Zealand must look for a 
genuinely independent foreign policy. 

Aotearoa IMC 

“I sometimes get emails asking me to 
propose solutions or make sugges¬ 
tions. Fine. Today’s lesson: don’t rape, 
don’t torture, don’t kill and get out 
while you can - while it still looks like 
you have a choice...Chaos? Civil war? 
Bloodshed? We’ll take our chances - 
just take your puppets, your tanks, 
your smart weapons, your dumb 
politicians, your lies, your empty 
promises, your rapists, your sadistic 
torturers and go.” Iraqi woman in 
Bazra 

http//riverbendblog.blogspot.com 


Coming Activities: 

Sunday 23 May 6 pm Kotahi Te Ao film project fundraiser, Thistle 
Hall, 293 Cuba St. 12 short activist films $7/$5 waged/unwaged 
Saturday 5 June Protest battery hen farming. Meet at 1 pm outside 
Chaffers St New World Supermarket. Contact Campaign Against 
Factory Farming, 04 385 6728 or www.caff.org.nz 
Sunday 4 July Independence from USA, teach-in and potluck dinner, 












Hikoi protestors continue fight 


The night after the hikoi to parliament on 5 
May, around 150 protestors continued to 
brave Wellington’s gale-force winds as they 
awaited the verdict of the government’s 
foreshore and seabed legislation. 

The controversial legislation passed its first 
reading in the face of overwhelming public 



opposition. Notably, MPs Tariana Turia and 
Nanaia Mahuta voted against the bill. 

The tearful and angered crowd greeted the 
MPs with chants that included “Tariana for 
prime minister. The first Maori prime 



minister”. The crowd demanded Helen Clark 
and Parekura Horomia come and address 
them, to no avail. 

The group had earlier been prevented from 
entering the public gallery, so were forced to 
huddle around a transister radio held up to 
a megaphone to hear the debate inside. 

Within parliament, Speaker Jonathan 
Hunt silenced the few people allowed into 
the public gallery for clapping when the 
leader of the Green Party spoke. Protestors 
vowed to return to parliament, and to take 
their protests to the beaches. Sarah Helm 



On the path outside parliament 


We can still stop the Bypass! 


A public meeting on Wednesday 19 May will 
determine the next steps in the on-going 
struggle to save Te Aro from Transit New 
Zealand’s proposed inner-city bypass, said 
Caro Henckels, Campaign for a Better City 
(CBC) spokesperson. 


“Opposition to the inner-city bypass 
remains strong,” said Ms Henckels. “Many 
people feel confused and disbelieving that 
this project is actually going ahead. And 
there is a strong desire to ensure that it 
doesn’t.” CBC/Aotearoa IMC 


Victory! Monsanto drop genetically modified wheat 


Monsanto, the world’s biggest producer of 
GM crops and related herbicides, have 
backed down for economic reasons. 

There is no market for GM wheat in Europe: 
foreign buyers started looking for alter¬ 
native sources in Australia and Eastern 
Europe, and US and Canadian farmers were 
not prepared to take the chance. Earlier this 
year, Monsanto had already closed its grain 
research facilities in Europe. Two GM wheat 
field trials of Syngenta were destroyed in 
Germany. Over the last year in Europe, the 


big biotech companies have been dropping 
out of one GM project after the other: 
Monsanto and Syngenta GM sugar beet; 
Bayer decided not to market GM maize in 
the UK, even though they got a permission; 
and Spain has withdrawn Bti.76 maize from 
the market, the only GM crop commercially 
grown in the EU. 

Finally, this is reflecting back on share¬ 
holders’ opinions and the US markets. 

Biotech Indymedia 


(www.biotechimc.org) 


Nationwide anti-GE protests against Inghams: May 29th 


All GE-Free activists around the country are 
invited to participate in a Day of Action on 
29 May against Inghams Chicken either by 
joining existing protests or organising your 
own. Inghams, an Australian- 
owned company, was selected as 
the new campaign target for the 
coming months at a strategy hui 
held over the weekend of 13 March 
in Wellington by activists from 
around the country. One reason for 
choosing Inghams was the fact that 
it is one of only a few food 
companies who knowingly use GE sources for 
their products. 


In an Ingham’s statement regarding 
genetically modified feed (11 June 2003) 
the company states clearly, “Inghams 
Enterprises feeds may contain a component 
of US soymeal which maybe geneti¬ 
cally modified.” 

In February 2004 they unloaded 
another shipment of genetically engi¬ 
neered (GE) soybean meal in Tauranga 
Inghams supply chicken to McDonalds 
and GE feed to Brinks Chicken. From 
July onwards they will also supply 
Restaurant Brands, which own KFC, 
Pizza Hut and Starbucks. ME 

Further details: www.gefree.org.nz 



Racist Australian government abuses children’s rights 


An inquiry by the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission (HREOC) has 
found that children in Australian immi¬ 
gration detention centres have suffered 
numerous and repeated breaches of their 
humanrights. 

In its National Inquiry into Children in 
Immigration Detention Report - A Last 
Resort?, tabled in Australia’s parliament, 
the commission found Australia’s immi¬ 
gration detention policy has failed to protect 
the mental health of children, failed to pro¬ 
vide adequate health care and education and 
failed to protect unaccompanied children 
and those with disabilities. 

The two-year, comprehensive inquiry also 


found thatthe mandatory detention system 
breached the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. It failed, as required by the con¬ 
vention, to make detention a measure of “last 
resort”, for the “shortest appropriate period of 
time” and subject to independent review. 

The system failed to make the “best inter¬ 
ests of the child” a primary consideration in 
detaining them and it failed to treat them 
with humanity and respect. 

Furthermore, the government’s failure to 
implement repeated recommendations by 
mental health professionals to remove 
children with their parents from detention 
amounted to “cruel, inhumane and degrad¬ 
ing treatment”. HREOC/Aotearoa IMC 











